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Bost Honored for Distinguished 
Service to the Church and Archives 

 

The 2006 Friends of the Archives Banquet, held at the Summit Club, 
Columbia, SC, on November 10th, honored the Reverend Doctor 
Raymond M. Bost for his “Distinguished Service to the Lutheran 
Church and the James R. Crumley Jr. Archives.”  As part of the eve-
ning’s festivities, the Rev. Dr. James R. Crumley, Jr., spoke to the 65 
guests about the history and the future of the archives.  He highlighted 
the current and future life of the archives in stating 
that “the collection is a large and valuable one… it 
is accessible and useful to persons doing historical 
research… the good work of Jeanette Bergeron 
[archivist] shows the need for a full-time archivist 
and staff… current and future funding is critical 
and needs to be increased… and the physical space 
for the archives needs to be expanded, even to the 
point of an archives building.”  In addition to Dr. Crumley, greetings 
and remarks were brought by the Rev. George Rhyne, President of the 
Archives Board of Trustees; the Rev. Dr. Marcus Miller, President of 
the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary; Dr. Robert Calhoon, 
Professor of History at the University of North Carolina, Greensboro; 
and Bishop David Donges of the ELCA South Carolina Synod. 
 
 

“A Place Where our Stories are 
Kept.”  George L. Rhyne, President of the Board of 
Trustees of the James R. Crumley Jr. Archives 

Serving as president of the James R. Crumley, Jr. 
Archives Board, I get to see firsthand the benefits 

and importance of our archives. I like what Dr. Susan McArver 
shared at the last board meeting, when she referred to the archives as 
“a place where our stories are kept.” For me that’s much more than 
just the preservation of records and documents.  It’s (Con’t. p. 2)  
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President’s Word  (Con’t 
from p. 1)  
keeping the stories of who we 
are as God’s people, who and 
where we came from, and 
where God is leading us. With 
the growth and expansion of 
the past few years, I am more 
convinced of our need for a 
“working archives.” That 
means a place where “our  
stories are kept” so they can be 
accessed and shared. My 
thanks are extended to our 
part-time archivist, Ms. 
Jeanette Bergeron. At our No-
vember board meeting we in-
creased her hours to 24 a week 
and the board began its work 
under a new structure of four 
committees: Current Opera-
tions, Communication, Plan-
ning and Fund Raising/ Devel-
opment. The continued support 
of our partner and associate 
partner synods, as well as all 
the “Friends of the Archives” 
is imperative. Without your 
generous gifts our archive 
could not continue to operate. I 
want to say “Thank You.” �  
     

Our newsletter, in its title and masthead, 
pays homage to the American Lutheran 

Survey published by the noted Lutheran 
leader, Dr. Walton H. Greever, and was 
originally published at a site near the 
present-day Archives.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 

An Editorial 

I Called It “The Mess” 
 
I simply called it “The Mess,” but that was an understatement.  I had 
just arrived in Petaling Jaya, Malaysia, in June 1996 at the start of a 
5-week sabbatical project to try to start an archives for the Lutheran 
Church in Malaysia and Singapore, a church where I had served in the 
late 1960s into the mid-1970s.  My hosts were most gracious in pro-
viding me with a desk and a cubby in which to work, and the promise 
of an air-conditioned room for the “archives” within a week or so 
(somebody was living in the room at the time!).  They showed me 

around the office area, and then 
said, “Here is the room where we 
keep all the papers and things that 
we no longer use… this is the 
storage area for our old files.”  
And the photo shows what I 
found when the door was opened.  

Now you may react as I did: “Oh…my…God!”  But, sad to say, I 
have come across similar file storage areas in congregations and insti-
tutions here in the southeast USA.  Maybe not quite as “messy,” or as 
full as this storeroom; but still a sad commentary on the state of our 
church archives.  But there IS hope.  And specifically that hope re-
sides in almost every congregation… in that person or persons who 
are interested in the history of their church and community AND who 
are willing to give of time (and sometimes money!) to see that their 
history is preserved. It is not a job that can be done overnight, or even 
is ever finished.  But it is a job that can be accomplished by almost 
anyone, with the proper tools and information.  And that is where the 
James R. Crumley, Jr. Archives can be of great assistance.  Not only 
can the Archivist and her volunteer staff direct you to printed infor-
mation on how to begin a congregational archives, but from time to 
time workshops are sponsored by the Archives in the various support-
ing synods to help give congregational archivists the tools to “clean 
up the messes” and preserve the precious history… the “stories” of 
our church.  If you are at all interested in this preservation process, 
drop a note to Jeanette Bergeron, the Archivist at the Crumley  
Archives… or send an e-mail to her. (Check the addresses elsewhere 
in this issue.) �   -- Don Poole, Editor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Be A Friend of the Archives… Make a Donation… Today 
Individuals, congregations, organizations… all are invited to become “Friends of the Archives.”  Send 

your check, made payable to the James R. Crumley Jr. Archives to the Archives at  
4201 North Main Street, Columbia, SC 29203. 

Gifts may be given in Honor of someone, or as a Memorial.  Please indicate to whom  
acknowledgement should be sent. 
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     Since the last issue of the Archival Survey (April 
2006), the following friends have made contributions to 
the James R. Crumley Jr. Archives. We are most grateful 
for these gifts because they enable us to preserve our 
church’s history and to assist researchers, congregations, 
and institutions in their work. If you have made a contri-
bution prior to November 2006 and your name is not 
listed here, please accept our apologies and send us a note 
indicating the amount and date of your gift. 
     Also, if you’ve made a donation in honor of others, be 
assured we have written them directly. Space prohibits us 
from naming honorees and memorials. 
     You will see in this list the names of several congrega-
tions or other organizations. If your congregation could 
make a gift to the Archives, that would be a wonderful 
support. We would be glad to supply any information you 
might need to help you make such a request at your 
church. 
 

The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. James R. Crumley, Jr., Leesville, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Charles W. Easley, Lexington, SC 
Mrs. Kathryn Cooper Link, Prosperity, SC 
Dr. Charles N. Still, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. & Mrs. W. Osborne Herlong, Chapin, SC 
The Rev. Dr. Charles P. Sigel, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Paul Jersild, Norfolk, VA 
The Revs. H. George and Chris Anderson, Lynbrook, NY 
Mr. Jim Crumley, Savannah, GA 
The Rev. Dermont F. Swicegood, West Columbia, SC 
Mrs. Betty H. Elmore, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Will, Gainesville, FL 
Mr. Keith P. Brown, Roanoke, VA 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Carl F.W. Ficken, Stone Mountain, GA 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwayne B. Fink, Salisbury, NC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Raymond M. Bost, Hickory, NC 
Ms. Sandra G. Gustavson, Lawrenceville, GA 
Mrs. Annie N. Matthews, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Hart Kohn, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. Dr. Austin F. Shell, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Hooker, Jr., Mount Pleasant, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. James S. Aull, White Rock, SC 
The Rev. George L. Rhyne, Dallas, NC 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Ballentine, Little Mountain, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Carl M. Fisher, Charlotte, NC 
Dr. Susan W. McArver, Columbia, SC 
The Revs. Elizabeth & Douglas Kearney, Salisbury, NC 
Ms. Georgia E. Livingston, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. William B. Trexler, Norfolk, VA 
Dr. & Mrs. David S. Yeago, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. J.T. Rauch, Saluda, SC 
The Rev. & Mrs. Henry N. Brandt, Prosperity, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. John V. Pugh, Prosperity, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Jacob Ball, Salisbury, NC 
Mrs. Martha F. Haigler, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. & Mrs. Robert B. Lineberger, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Holman, Towson, MD 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Harold F. Park, Chapin, SC 
Mrs. Marjorie S. McDaniel, Hickory, NC 

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Kohn, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. & Mrs. Donald R. Poole, Jr., Horse Shoe, NC 
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas K. Mays, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. & Mrs. Mel Amundson, Columbia, SC 
Ms. Mary M. Flekke, Lakeland, FL 
Mr. & Mrs. Hampton Caughman, Lexington, SC 
The Rev. & Mrs. D. Murray Shull, Moore, SC 
Ms. Melba Shealy, Lexington, SC 
Mr. Raymond L. Hendrix, Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond S. Caughman, Lexington, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David R. Keck, Mooresville, NC 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Sanders, Chapin, SC 
Mrs. Ruth B. Jenkins, Columbia, SC 
Ms. Jeanette M. Bergeron, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd E. Sheneman, Chesterbrook, PA 
The Rev. & Mrs. Theodore J. Thuesen, Hickory, NC 
The Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David A. Donges, Columbia, SC 
The Rev. Dr. Russell C. Kleckley, Minneapolis, MN 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Gerding, Gatlinburg, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. Perry M. Bouknight, West Columbia, SC 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy M. Smith, Boone, NC 
The Rev. Dr. Ronald Rinn, Winston-Salem, NC 
 
Congregations 
King of Glory Lutheran Church, Clemmons, NC 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Asheville, NC 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta, GA 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Columbia, SC 
Macedonia Lutheran Church, Prosperity, SC 
St. Jacob’s Lutheran Church, Chapin, SC 
 
Institutional Partners 
Florida-Bahamas Synod 
North Carolina Synod 
South Carolina Synod 
Southeastern Synod 
Virginia Synod 
Lutheridge/Lutherock Ministries Inc. 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary 
Region 9, ELCA 
Lutheran Homes of South Carolina, Inc. 
Newberry College 
 
Others 
South Carolina Historical Records Advisory Board 
Students of Dr. Susan McArver’s classes at LTSS 
 

 
 
The United Synod South Meeting, 1884.  Original photograph 
in James R. Crumley Jr. Archives, Columbia, SC 
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Lutheran Historical 
Conference Meets 

At Southern Seminary 
 
 In mid-October, the Lutheran Historical 
Conference held its biennial meeting on the  
campus of Southern Seminary.  LHC is a pan-
Lutheran association of church historians, archi-
vists and folks interested in American Lutheran 
history.  The group shares academic papers, dis-
cusses the papers, and eventually publishes them 
in their Essays and Reports.  This was the first 
time the society had met at Southern and only the 
second time in the south during its nearly 45 years 
of existence. 
 The theme for this meeting was Lutheran 
Identity and Regional Distinctiveness, and most of 
the papers focused on elements of Lutheran his-
tory in four regions of the country: the Northeast, 
the South, the Midwest and Texas, and the West 
Coast.  For the southern segment, participants 
boarded a bus and went to Charleston, South 
Carolina, for a day.  We visited St. John’s  
Lutheran Church where we were greeted by  
Pastor David Butler and members of the congrega-
tion who talked to us about the church’s history 
and showed us the Bachman Museum.  We heard 
papers on John Bachman and David Henkel and 
Rosa Young, took a brief tour of the “holy city,” 
and enjoyed a low country boil in the Governor 
Thomas Bennett House. 
 The Crumley Archives was a vital part of 
this event.  Prior to the beginning of the LHC pro-
gram on Thursday, October 12, Jeanette Bergeron 
hosted a gathering of other ELCA archivists, 
many of whom traditionally participate in LHC 
meetings.  Jeanette also gave tours of the archives 
to the visitors, participated in the sessions, and 
helped to make things run smoothly.  Former  
Archives board president, Dr. Russell Kleckley, 
was responsible for assembling the program of 
papers, and Professor Susan McArver managed 
the local arrangements with great success and ap-
parent ease.  Dr. McArver was also elected presi-
dent of the Conference for the coming biennium. �                  
Reported by the Rev. Dr. Carl Ficken  
 

When Should 
A Church Start 
An Archives? 

 
By Jeanette Bergeron, Archivist 

 
Someone asked me the other day, “When should a 

church start an archives?”  The quick answer is “From Day 
One.” 

If you think about it, from the earliest beginnings of 
a church as a mission, permanent important documents start 
accumulating.  The records and correspondence about the 
mission developer and other early leaders, meeting location, 
first communicants, first financing and a multitude of other 
decisions are all archival records.  The members of the con-
gregation who someday work on the church’s anniversary 
celebrations and history will be forever grateful that some-
one started keeping good records from “Day One.” 

As the formal organization proceeds, other impor-
tant records will be generated:  charter of organizing mem-
bers, constitution and bylaws, council minutes, call letters, 
budgets, general ledgers, annual audits, building plans, 
stewardship campaigns, news articles on the mission, the 
first bulletin, the first newsletter, the organization of 
women’s, men’s and youth activities, and more.  Before 
long, there will be a file cabinet drawer full of key records. 

And that’s another point:  A church doesn’t need to 
start with a dedicated archives room.  Even a fireproof file 
cabinet can serve as the initial archives.  Records should be 
arranged in a logical sequence for quick research, with file 
folders clearly labeled.  It’s a good idea to appoint a staff or 
church member as the archivist to oversee the process and 
methodically collect copies of the documents. 

From the beginning, the mission might also want to 
develop a pictorial record, including photographs of mem-
bers, families, activities and the settings.  Record memories 
of how the church is being organized by doing oral histories.  
Also be sure to collect information about the founding fami-
lies of the mission—who are these people and why are they 
here at this place in this time?  Future generations will be 
ever so grateful for this information. 

Above all, do a good job of recording parish data 
from the start—membership, baptisms, confirmations, mar-
riages, funerals and communicants.  If your church uses a 
computerized membership system, be sure to print out a hard 
copy after major updates.  It is this hard copy that will sur-
vive long after our present-day computer hardware and 
software is obsolete. 

For more information on organizing a church  
archives, whether your congregation is one or 100 (or more), 
contact me at 803-461-3234 or jbergeron@ltss.edu. �  
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Student Worker Program Benefits Everyone 
 

 For five years Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary has placed seminarians in the James R. Crumley 
Jr. Archives as part of its student work-study program.  It’s a 
win-win situation for the seminary, archives and students.  
The students have built databases, unpacked boxes of  
records, organized files and researched questions—all while 
being immersed in the history of the church and learning 
about archives, preservation and other disciplines that will 
serve their future careers.  The current students in the  
program are Barbara “Barb” Koch and Elizabeth “Beth”  
Lowder. 

Barb Koch is a former Diaconal Minister with the 
ELCA who returned to seminary in 2005 to pursue a Master 
of Divinity degree.  She and her husband, Bob, moved from 
Michigan to attend LTSS, partly because of the beautiful 
South Carolina climate, but also because of the spiritual  
formation program at LTSS.  As a certified spiritual director, 
Barbara was appreciative of the emphasis on the spiritual 
disciplines at Southern.  She began working as a graduate 
assistant for the archives in May 2006. 

According to Barb, her work in the archives has 
been an invaluable resource for learning the history of  
Region 9. “One thing I have learned in Columbia is the im-
portance of history in every day life.  Everyone here seems 
to know so much about the early colonial and Civil War 
eras, and since my husband and I hope to be assigned a local 
church, we have been learning the local history.  The  
archives was a perfect chance to become familiar with the 
long and colorful religious history of the South, and I 
jumped at the opportunity,” she says. 

“It is very important work,” she said, “and it has 
been so interesting!  My first project was caring for a collec-
tion of artifacts from Japan and China donated by mission-
aries.  In packing away fans, shoes, wedding purses, lace, 
silk clothing and artwork, I gained an appreciation for a  
culture very different from my own.  I particularly liked  
trying to imagine how the unfamiliar hand tools were put to 
use!”  

“Another interesting project I have been working 
on is the Lutheridge+Lutherock Ministries collection, which 
follows the development of both camping ministries through 
their merger in 1991.  Since I will be attending the camps 
with future confirmation students, knowing the history  
behind them is certainly something I will need to know.” 

Some of the archives collections have been  
especially intriguing to Barb:  the antique Bibles and  
hymnals chronicling former ways of holding worship;  
biographical sketches of former clergy; replicas of artifacts 
and documents from the Reformation Era; and documents 
that deal with immigration patterns.  “It has been most  
helpful for me to understand why we Lutherans do the things 
we do, and to embrace the traditions of Lutheranism when I 
have held symbols of the past in my hands and discovered 
how strong are our roots,” she says. 

Currently, Barb is cataloging portions of the North 
Carolina Synod collection, including books on North  

 

 
Student Assistants Beth Lowder and Barb Koch. 
 
Carolina Lutheran history, church histories and family  
histories.  “I am discovering the rich ecumenical heritage we 
Lutherans have with other denominations from pioneer days, 
when small churches joined together as they struggled to 
survive in the New World.  Being an ardent ecumenist  
myself, this was very encouraging for me to see different 
denominations cooperating in such a great way.  I see us 
moving back toward that goal that Jesus prayed for so long 
ago – that we may be one.” 

She adds, “This work has been so valuable for me!  
I am so glad that I was able to find work that was more than 
just a paycheck while I continue my studies.  I know that I 
will continue to visit and use the archives when I am in my 
own church.  I have found how wonderful a resource it is for 
the parish and other ministries.  And, I am also very glad 
that I learned how to begin to preserve my own church’s 
records.  Now I know how important that is for future  
generations.” 

Beth Lowder is also experiencing the benefits of 
being a graduate assistant in the archives.  Beth is a second 
year seminarian and a member of the United Methodist 
Church.  “I chose Southern because I was told that the semi-
nary would challenge me, and I wanted to be challenged.”  
She also chose it because of the strong language require-
ments for the Master of Divinity degree.  The seminary is 
close to her home in Sumter, SC.  This is her second year 
working in the archives. 

“The archives is a great place to work while I am 
preparing for service in the Church.  I’ve learned so many 
things that will benefit parish ministry.  Seeing how God has 
worked through his people is beneficial to all denominations 
of the Church.  Learning about the history of a church can 
help me as a pastor to understand the faith community and 
the people around that community,” she says. 
 Beth has worked on several projects in the  
archives.  She reorganized the massive collection of  
Seminary student records into a single comprehensive filing 
system and preserved the records in acid free folders and 
boxes.  “The new arrangement allows Archivist Jeanette 
Bergeron or me to quickly find a student’s file when some-
one from admissions or financial aid is looking for it.”  
(Con’t. p. 6) 
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Crumley Archives Calendar 
A quick look at recent major events and some future ones. 

2006 
April 22 :  Archives hosts Newberry College Bachman Symposium participants. 

June 2-4:  Archivist teaches workshops, Southeastern Synod Assembly, Chattanooga, TN. 
October 12-14:  Archives hosts ELCA regional archivists and participants of the Lutheran Historical Conference at Southern 

Seminary. 
October 31:  Archives hosts drop-in for Seminary community in honor of National Archives Month. 

November 10:  2006 Crumley Friends of the Archives Banquet honoring the Rev. Dr. Raymond M. Bost. 
November 11:  Fall Archives Board meeting. 

 

2007 
March 23-24: Biennial meeting of ELCA Regional Archivists, Chicago, IL. 

May 24-26:  Congregational Heritage Workshops, Southern Seminary. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Student Workers  (Con’t from p. 5)  

Currently, Beth has two projects under way. “I am 
researching the original materials we have on the history of 
African Americans in the ELCA and its predecessors to  
produce a finding aid,” she says.  “This will help us better 
serve students in the Lutheranism in North America class, as 
well as other researchers.  I have enjoyed this research  
because it has opened another window to the history of  
African Americans.”  

Beth’s second project for this year is a scanning 
project.  “I am scanning into computer files the photographs 
of North Carolina and South Carolina Lutheran churches, 
historical documents, and pictures of historical people in the 
North and South Carolina synods,” she says.  “When I am 
finished with the scanning, the images will be matched up 
with cataloging records.  The catalog will be added to the 
Crumley Archives website, where it will be accessible 
worldwide.  Eventually, each of the archives’ collections 
will be scanned and cataloged.  This will help people who 
are looking for specific churches, people, and other topics, 
and it will help Jeanette to better serve Region 9.” 

 “I enjoy working in the archives because I get a 
history lesson through my projects,” Beth adds. �  

 

 
Baptisms from the Parish Register of New Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Davidson County, North Carolina, 1898- . 

 
The James R. Crumley Jr. Archives 
Board of Trustees 
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