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ORLANDO, FL i The Twentieth Annual Assembly of the Florida-Bahamas Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, will convene in Orlando at the Wyndham Orlando Resort on International Drive, Thursday, May 3 through
Friday, May 5, 2007. Currently, over 700 participants are registered as voting members (both clergy and lay), visitors, and
guests. The assembly is scheduled to elect a bishop, discuss the business of the synod and its related organizations, and to
debate and vote on resolutions submitted by congregations in the synod.

Constitutionally, the Florida-Bahamas Synod is required to meet annually to discuss current church issues, elect officers

and leaders, and build community through worship, prayer, and fellowship. This year marks the end of the first term for

the current bishop of the synod, The Reverend Edward R. Benoway, who is eligible to serve a second six-year term if

elected. All ordained ministers (men and women) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are eligible to be

nomi nated and serve as bishop of the synod. El ecti on:
for the position of bishop, rather candidates are nominated during the first open ballot by members of the assembly.

The assembly also provides an opportunity for congregations to submit resolutions to the assembly. Some of the

resolutions currently scheduled for discussion include a resolution encouraging congregations in this synod to participate

in local justice organizations, particularly those associated with the DART Network. The resolution expresses that this
participation is part of a Christiané responsibility to fulfillaBiblic al mandate to fido justice
with our God. o

A second resolution will seek to grow outreach mission funding in the synod by authorizing a capital campaign to raise
dollars for leadership training, to establish new congregationsand r edevel op struggling ones
Centero for educati on, advocacy, and training.

A third resolution seeks to designate the Florida-Bahamas Synod as a Reconciling in Christ Synod through the
organization Lutherans Concerned/North Aniga. If approved, this title carries with it the responsibility to publicly
welcome all people regardless of their sexual orientation into the life of congregations in the synod.

All of the resolutions that will be presented to the assembly are available in their entirety on the Florida-Bahamas Synod
website at www.fbsynod.com/synodassembly/07.html. Additional information regarding the election process of a bishop
is also available at this same website.

More information on DART Networkis available at their website www.thedartcenter.org.

More information on the Reconciling in Christ Prgram through Lutherans Concern#North Americais available at
their website at www.lcna.org.
#HHEH

The Florida-Bahamas Synod is a collection of 2Lchurches and nearly 84,000 members and is a part of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). More information regattimsynod and the EL@&spectivelyis availableat
www.fbsynod.comandwww.elca.org
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