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PUERTO RICO ¢ The Reverend Margarita Martinez, bishop of the Caribbean Synod of the Evangeheahh Church in
America (ELCAdlied on Sunday, March 11 aftenme-month battle with cancer. Martinez was the first woman of bati
Americandescentto serve as a bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. She was an inspiration to all and
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in the community.

Despite serious medical limitationglartinez was elected to serve as the bishop of the Caribbean Sgr@aD1 and

thrived in a role dominated predominantly byam She was well respected by her colleagueswaasia close friend to

the other & bishops of the ELCA, including Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hav#mmto this call, Martinez served as pastor
of congregations in Dorado and Guaynabo. Martinez also served as the Associate Director for Global Mission at the
national offices of the ELCA in Gigjo, IL.
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hope left for ker physical recovery.

Martinez issurvived by her son, Javier, her mother, Margo, and brother, Raphael.

The Caribbean Synod of the ELCA includest®Rico and the American Virgin Islands. More information regarding the
Caribbean Synod can be fouattheir website www.caribbeansynoglca.org
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The Florida-Bahamas Synod is a collection of 2L churches and nearly 84,000 members and is a part of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELQWore information regarding the synod and the ELCA can be found at
www.fbsynod.comandwww.elca.org
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