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REVEREND BISHOP MARGARITA MARTINEZ DIES 
Martinez was the first female Latin American Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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PUERTO RICO ς The Reverend Margarita Martinez, bishop of the Caribbean Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), died on Sunday, March 11 after a nine-month battle with cancer. Martinez was the first woman of Latin 
American descent to serve as a bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. She was an inspiration to all and a 
ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴŜȊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ άequipping people for serviceέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
in the community. 
  
Despite serious medical limitations, Martinez was elected to serve as the bishop of the Caribbean Synod in 2001 and 
thrived in a role dominated predominantly by men. She was well respected by her colleagues and was a close friend to 
the other 64 bishops of the ELCA, including Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson. Prior to this call, Martinez served as pastor 
of congregations in Dorado and Guaynabo. Martinez also served as the Associate Director for Global Mission at the 
national offices of the ELCA in Chicago, IL. 
 
άIŜǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǎŀid Reverend Edward R. Benoway, bishop of the Florida-
.ŀƘŀƳŀǎ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9[/! ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ aŀǊǘƛƴŜȊΦ άShe continued to praise God even when there was little 
hope left for her physical recovery.έ 
 
Martinez is survived by her son, Javier, her mother, Margo, and brother, Raphael. 
 
The Caribbean Synod of the ELCA includes Puerto Rico and the American Virgin Islands. More information regarding the 
Caribbean Synod can be found at their website, www.caribbeansynod-elca.org. 
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The Florida-Bahamas Synod is a collection of 210 churches and nearly 84,000 members and is a part of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). More information regarding the synod and the ELCA can be found at 
www.fbsynod.com and www.elca.org.  
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