
FOURTH DIAKONIA DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING SITE OPENS IN FLORIDA 
 
The Vision of the Florida-Bahamas Synod is άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΣ 
{ǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦέ One of the strategies for achieving this vision among the laity is the 
diakonia program, which will be introduced at a fourth center in Florida in early September. 
 
Faith Lutheran Church on Route 40 near I-95 in Ormond Beach; will open their facilities to host our 
fourth diakonia training center in the synod on Tuesday, September 11.  If you have specific questions 
about the program or the site details, please contact Ginny Conklin, the site coordinator (386/677-0654 
or gingreenwing@aol.com), Steering Committee Chair Ed Tatlian (863/816-0982 or 
edtatlian@verizon.net), or Pr. Robert Schaefer, Assistant to the Bishop (813/876-7660 ext. 235 or 
bobs@fbsynod.org).  More information and publicity is available on the synod website at 
www.fbsynod.com.   Other diakonia sites in Florida include Apostles in Brandon, Nativity in Palm Beach 
Gardens, and Mandarin in Jacksonville.    
 
vǳƛǘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ Řƛŀƪƻƴƛŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ άǘƻ ŜǉǳƛǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ό9ǇƘΦ пΥмнύΦ  As we continue to live our Mission of Sharing Christ, making disciples, and doing 
justice in the worldέ, and encouraging faith communities to make the shift from membership to 
discipleship, diakonia is one discipleship tool that encourages participation by new potential leaders as 
well as more seasoned lay leaders.  This practical lay education and spiritual formation program helps 
raise up servant leaders who live out their baptismal vocation and witness both in the congregation and 
in the world.   Some graduates might desire to seek  approval to become listed synod deacons; most will 
choose to serve the church in mission to the world in other less formal ways; a few will discern a call to 
rostered leadership in this church.  The program is theologically grounded in the fundamentals of 
scripture, Lutheran doctrine and practice, ethics, spirituality, and practical application to exercise 
baptismal vocation and unlock gifts for ministry.   
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