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diakonia™ Program Florida Bahamas
“…equipping the saints for ministry: building up the Body of Christ” Ephesians 4:12

State of Florida Officers:

Chairperson: Secretary: Treasurer:
Deacon Edward Tatlian Dianne Koenig Kathy Richardson
7060 Remington Oaks Loop 1202 Lake Charles Circle 10307 Marble Egret Drive
Lakeland, FL 33810 Lutz, FL 33548 Jacksonville, FL 32257
863-816-0982 813-949-7733 904-292-4559
edtatlian@verison.net koenigdir@earthlink.net RRichar301@aol.com

Executive Director: Representative of the Bishop FL-Bahamas Synod/ELCA
Rev. C. H. Vige Rev. Robert Schaefer, Assistant to the Bishop
200 Kingsway Road 3838 West Cypress Street
Brandon, FL 33510 Tampa, FL 33607
813-655-7319 813-876-7660 ext 235
Leopard651@yahoo.com BobS@fbsynod.org

LOCATIONS:

Apostles Church in Brandon Mandarin Lutheran Church
813-689-2571 904-268-4591
200 Kingsway Road 11900 San Jose Blvd.
Brandon, FL 33510 Jacksonville, FL 32223
Site Manager: Joel Rentz Site Manager: Kathy Richardson
813-681-3006 Cell Phone: 904-716-9220
joelrentz@aol.com RRichar301@aol.com

Nativity Lutheran Church and School Faith Lutheran Church
561-622-4998 2010 State Road 40
4075 Holly Drive Ormond Beach, FL 32174
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 Site Manager: Virginia “Ginny” Conklin
Site Manager: Janet Krabec 386-677-0654
561-222-6887 gingreenwing@aol.com
Krabec@bellsouth.net

Messiah Lutheran Church
2691 NE Pine Island Road
Cape Coral, FL 33909
239-995-0133, 239-995-2720 (fax)
messiahfnm@yahoo.com
Site Manager: David Samuel
239-567-3002
alwayssmiling@embarqmail.com
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d

ia
k
o

n
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?
d

ia
k
o

n
ia

is
a

tw
o-yearprocess

ofspiritualform
ation

and
theological

education
for

baptized
m

em
bers

ofthe
EvangelicalLutheran

Church
in

Am
erica

oranyone
w

ishing
in

good
faith

to
study

these
teachings.

This
process

occurs
in

three
basic

w
ays:

By
thorough

grounding
in

the
classic

church-leadership
disciplines

ofpractical,system
atic,historicaland

Biblicaltheology;

By
identifying

particular
skills

and
aptitudes

in
m

inistry,
and

encouraging
theiruse

in
the

localparish;

By
providing

spiritualgrow
th

through
w

orship,retreats,and
a

supportivecom
m

unityoffellow
students,m

entorsand
instructors.

These
are

the
tools

d
ia

k
o

n
ia

uses
to

help
equip

God’s
people

for
servicein

parish
and

neighborhood
m

inistries.Theprim
arythem

eand
focus

ofthe
d

ia
k
o

n
ia

experience
is

w
ord

ofJesus
in

scripture
(e.g.M

ark
10:43):“Lettheonew

ho
w

ould
begreatam

ong
you

beyourservant(Greek:
diakonos).”

W
hatis

the
em

phasis
ofd

ia
k
o

n
ia

?

The
purpose

and
goalofthe

d
ia

k
o

n
ia

program
is

to
provide

each
participantthe

opportunity
to

discovertheirGod-given
gifts,strengthen

theirfaith
and

their
abilities,and

give
them

purpose
w

ithin
theirow

n
congregations,

synods,and
the

church-w
ide

body
ofChrist.Through

the
d

ia
k
o

n
ia

educational
experience,each

student’s
understanding

oftheology
and

theirrelationship
to

God
is

allow
ed

to
blossom

and
bearfruitas

a
lightofChristin

society.

d
ia

k
o

n
ia

em
phasizesthebaptism

alvocation
ofallChristiansto

serve
as

did
our

Lord
Jesus.

Participants
are

often
already

leaders
in

their
parishes,and

have
a

high
degree

ofcom
m

itm
entto

the
m

inistry
ofthe

Church.
They

w
antto

deepen
theirlife

offaith
and

ground
theirbaptism

al
com

m
itm

ent
to

serve
in

the
church

through
severalm

eans.They
are

com
m

itted
to

serve
through

the
Church

in
a

variety
ofw

ays:teaching,
adm

inistration,liturgicalleadership,action
ofsocialjustice,evangelism

,
visitation

ofthesick,com
m

unityorganization,youth
w

ork,m
inistryam

ong
the

elderly,and
the

like.
They

seek,and
are

helped
by

d
ia

k
o

n
ia

,to
grow

closerto
the

im
age

and
exam

ple
ofChristthe

servantand
to

be
m

ore
com

fortable
in

bearing
w

itness
in

w
ord

and
deed

aboutthe
good

new
s

of
Jesus

Christ.

H
ow

is
d

ia
k
o

n
ia

structured?

Thed
ia

k
o

n
ia

curriculum
consistsoftw

elvecourses,sixperacadem
ic

year.Each
courseisfivesessionsin

length,and
m

eetsw
eeklyforthree-hour

sessions.Allofthecoursesareintroductoryin
nature.W

eeklyreadingsgive
students

a
solid

background
to

the
topic.W

eekly
assignm

ents
ora

final
assignm

entrelate
the

subjectm
atter

to
the

students’contextoflife
and

m
inistry

(fam
ily,parish,neighborhood

area
orm

inistry)orgive
them

new
insightinto

the
courses’content.

Students
w

ork
attheirow

n
level,and

assignm
entsreflecttheunderstanding

thatstudentsarealreadybusyin
their

fam
ilies,jobs

and
parish.

Typically,students
average

approxim
ately

three
to

five
hours

ofstudentperw
eek

in
addition

to
class

tim
e.

H
ow

m
uch

does
d

ia
k
o

n
ia

cost?

1)
Tuition:$360

peryear(forthetw
o

yearprogram
)Iftuition

ispaid
up

front,
pro-rated

refundsaregiven
forstudentsw

ho
w

ithdraw
from

theprogram
.

Tuition
m

aybepaid
byclass.d

ia
k
o
n
ia

hasafinancialaid
program

.

2)
Books:Actualcosts

vary
from

course
to

course,butinstructors
try

to
use

books
and

m
aterials

w
hich

w
illcostapproxim

ately
$50.00

orless
percourse.Studentshavean

option
ofbuying

theirow
n

m
aterialsused.

3)
Retreats:The

num
berofretreats

is
determ

ined
by

year,norm
ally

there
is

one.Retreatcosts
w

illvary
by

location.Attendance
atthe

retreatis
strongly

recom
m

ended.

4)
Fees:A

non-refundable
registration

fee
of$35.00

is
required

attim
e

of
registration.An

additionalfee
atthe

conclusion
ofthe

program
covers

graduation
expenses,including

the
presentation

ofa
com

m
em

orative
d

ia
k
o

n
ia

cross.



diakonia™

Course Descriptions
Two years of formation
Twelve, five-session courses

Series A

Al. Introduction to the New Testament

The goals of this course are to understand the gospel
message as revealed in the New Testament; to explore
the life and faith of the Christian church in the first
century; to understand how the Bible came down to us
in its present form and to understand and use a variety
of tools for interpreting the Bible. Throughout the
course, students will reflect how the New Testament
Gospel has shaped our Christian lives.

A2. Church History - The First 400 Years

The purpose of this course is to help students
understand the doctrinal, liturgical, and organizational
development of the Christian tradition in its first four
centuries. The internal and external political, cultural
and religious forces which shaped our church and our
statements of faith are covered. The course concludes
with the unification of Christian thought in the Creeds.

A3. Practical Ministry I: Biblical Images of the
Life of the Church (diakonia, koinonia,
leitourgia, kerygma)

In this course each Biblical image is examined for its
meaning and usage in the New Testament. Students
will consider the implications for the life of
congregations and their ministries. These concepts are
related to the ongoing work of preaching, teaching,
counseling, worship, social ministry and acts of mercy
carried out individually and corporately by the Church
and her servants. They are studied in their
interrelatedness, all centered in the “Great Commission”
given to us by Christ.

This course also introduces the idea of baptismal
vocation, the priesthood of all believers and that we all
have gifts that may be used. Teachers may spend time
helping students discern their own possible gifts for
ministry and service to the church and world.

A4. Lutheran Creeds and Confessions

The history and content of the Book of Concord are at
the heart of this course. Special emphasis is placed on
the Augsburg Confession and Apology, the Catechisms
and Smalcald Articles, as well as the New Testament
books of Romans, Ephesians, and Galatians. Topics
include: God and Sin, Justification by Grace Alone,
Church and Ministry, Sacraments, and others. Parish
constitutions may be studied to show relation of
confessional documents to modern Lutheranism.

A5. Practical Ministry II: Visitation (the sick,
the homebound, the grieving)

This course has two components. First, students will be
provided the opportunity to make at least one
supervised visit in an institution and/or to the
homebound. Class sessions will deal with
understanding the needs of patients and loved ones, as
well as issues such as grieving and patients’ rights.

Second, besides a sharing of practical issues relating to
this ministry, this course will also provide opportunities
to relate visitation ministry to the theology and worship
life of the Church. The role of the Eucharistic Minister
may also be explored. During this course, students
may discern whether or not they have a gift for
visitation.

A6. The Daily Life of a Christian

This practical theology course will explore the meaning
of Christian discipleship in daily life. The course will
help the student to balance their baptismal vocation and
calling in Christian life with family and personal life,
church-related service and the world of work. Special
attention will be given to the theology of sanctification,
the Reformation and Luther’s understanding of
baptismal vocation, the relation of the justified life of
faith to good works, financial stewardship, and the
disciplines, which support discipleship such as daily
prayer.

Series B

Bl. Introduction to the Old Testament

The aims of this course are: to give the students an
overview of the structure and theology of the Hebrew
Scriptures and present the varieties of forms used to
communicate the truth of God’s Word contained in
them. Special attention will be given to the covenant
theology and to relating Old Testament theology and
history to our understanding of the New Testament.

B2. Christian Doctrine

This course has several main objectives: to introduce
students to Systematic Theology, present a vision of the
coherence of Christian beliefs to each other, help
identify foundational doctrines, give an understanding
of orthodoxy and heresy, gain an understanding of the
communal and historic nature of doctrines and their
spiritual foundations, and to help students understand
and express why disciplined thought and faithful
confession is crucial for church leaders.

B3. Lutheran Faith in the American Context

The purpose of this course is to provide an overview of
the history of the Lutheran church in America over the
last 385 years, comparing past struggles and themes
with issues in our church today, paying special attention
to themes of immigration and assimilation
(inclusion/exclusion/language), mission and outreach,
authority, and identity.

B4. Practical Ministry III: To Communicate the
Gospel

This class will explore the role of the parish community
of Word and Sacraments as the context for ministry, the
source from which the Christian witness flows.
Attention will also be paid to identifying 21st century
situations where communication of the gospel is
essential, and how this communication may occur. The
focus of this course is to look at opportunities within
the parish for communicating the gospel (Bible studies,
teaching, youth ministries, etc) as well as in the
community (various forms of evangelism, welcoming
visitors and new members, etc).

Underlying the course is the perspective of each student
in developing diaconal self-understanding. We will
explore together the particular gifts and strengths each

student possesses and the ways in which these gifts are
communicated in today’s world. Students will share
personal ministry experiences of how they uniquely
communicate the gospel in their lives, and reflect on
them both Biblically and theologically. In short, the
course will help students explore a Christian way of
doing functional theology and ministry, “at that exciting
point where Word, world, and baptized servant
converge.”

B5. Christian Worship

This course surveys major aspects of the Sacraments,
Lutheran liturgical worship, and the seasons of the
church year with special emphasis on the cultural
settings in which worship occurs. The course provides
a practical understanding of the words, actions, and
items involved in the services by giving a close
examination of what is in our service books. It also ties
the content of the services to their Biblical roots.

This course also looks at the wide diversity of Christian
worship practices within the ELCA from traditional to
contemporary, multi-cultural differences, etc.

B6. Themes and Issues in Christian Ethics

Students will reflect on the implications of the Ten
Commandments for contemporary life. They will be
introduced to concepts and systems by which the
Christian tradition has taught personal and public
morality, for example, the “Deadly Sins” and “Cardinal
Virtues,” the “Just War” theory vs. Christian pacifism,
human nature and human sinfulness, and Luther’s “Two
Kingdoms” theology. The course provides opportunity
for disciplined reflection on vexing ethical issues such
as sexual ethics, sanctity of life, political witness, and
economic justice. This course presents the opportunity
to review and study some of the ELCA’s Social and
Teaching Statements.


