Norman Rockwell is one of my favorite painters & artists. One of his paintings shows a Pastor, on a ladder, changing
the message on the Notice Board in front of the church. He has placed a Quote from Colossians on the message
board:* Set your nmsnt & aob nTeetirdy isahatalMbmse, Wwho are passing-by in front of the
church, are looking down and none even raise their eyes to see the words on the message board.

You may recognize those words as being part of the Second Reading for Easter Sunday this year: Colossians 3:1-4.
“1f you have been raised with Christ, seek the t
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died [in
the waters of Baptism], and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your Life is
revealed,theny ou al so wi | | be revealed with Him in glor

The Promise of the Resurrection which is ours in Christ Jesus! We now journey through the 50 Days of Easter,

mar ked from the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrect
out upon the CHURCH, the People of God! What a wonderful time to be reminded by Paul in his letter to the

Colossianst o “ s et our minds on things abovel "; to raise o
the world!

Inour L o r d’ -BesunmeationyAPPPARASIAES to His followers, the women at the tomb, the disciples on the

road to Emmaus, the visits to the Upper Room where the apostles were huddled in fear, Jesus opened Scripture to

them & commissioned them to be witnesses to the ends of the world:* You are witnesGead of t
make Disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and
Teaching them to obey everything that | have comman

And at the end of the 50 Days of Easter, on that first Pentecost tongues of fire appeared like a rush of a violent
wind, and the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with Power of the Death & Resurrection
of Jesus, and the Promise of Salvation, so that ALL could understand them.

Wearebl essed to be God’'s Chur s Makingkeodn tle stoioftthe BirshsLite,s i n
death and Resurrection of Jesus; Teaching others of the stories of Scripture and empowering them to become
witnesses of Jesus in their daily lives.

Our 2008 Synod Assembly will fall within these 50 Days of Easter. It is our Faith & Family Assembly with focus on
workshops and faith development for members of all ages.

One of our resolutions this year will encourage us to delve more deeply into Bible Reading and Bible Study by
becoming a Book of Faith Synod! This is in response to a Churchwide initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America inviting everyone in our Church to commit in a greater way to hearing, reading, studying, sharing and
engaging God’'s Word.

We will also be making a greater commitment to becoming an Evangelizing Church, eagerly and cheerfully sharing
with others in our community and world-- the Good News that has been entrusted to us!

And we will continue our emphasis upon Doing Justice Ministries through our congregations & communities.
Let us lift our eyes up from those things that so often draw us downward, away from our Mission; Let us raise our
eyes and see Jesus, Crucified, Buried and Raised again; Let us look up, and see the Glory of God that shines all

aroundusinthemissi on and ministry that we are privilege to ¢

Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia!



