Synod Assembly

CROSS URRENTS

Saturday, May 5

8:30AM Opening PrayefPalms Ballroom)
Plenary Session #@alms Ballroom)

10:40AM Closing Eucharist and Installation$

of newly elected positions
(Palms Ballroom)
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As of Friday, May 4

Lay Voting Members 311

Clergy 218
Lay Rostered 20

Visitors & Guests 139
TOTAL 688
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AND THEN THERE WERE THREE
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. Pictured: Rev. Johan Bergh, Rev. Eugene Kern, Rev. Edward Benoway }

After séveral rounds of balloting, and a technological malfunction, the
top three candidates for Bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Synod set pa-
tiently as they where called forward one-by-one to answer questions
delivered by Reverend Mark Hanson, presiding bishop of the ELCA.
The questions where previously submitted by voting members of the
assembly and chosen by Hanson who acted as the chair for the assem-
blydéds voting.

Each candidate answered the same three questions, rotating from the
podium after each question, and then where asked one additional ques-
tion specific to the candidate. Candidates were allowed 90 seconds to
answer each question.

Afterwords, the assembly once-again paused for silent prayer, and then
was lead by Presiding Bishop Hanson in a community prayer for guid-
ance from the Holy Spirit.

Voting members used their keypads
cal error caused the ballot to be thrown-out. However, the second ballot
was a success and the assembly continued as planned.

Subscribe to  Cross ACurrents

at www.fbsynod.com and get synod news all year -round.
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VP ADDRESSES ASSEMBLY

Vice-President Bill Horne addressed the Florida-Bahamas Assembly on Friday to re-
port on the state of the synod and on the actions of Synod Council over the past year.
Horne was enthused by the numerous exciting items Synod Council has addressed
during their quarterly meetings over the past 12 months.

Horne spoke of business actions taken by the council including the appointment of

Ms. Alyssa M. Figueiro to an unexpired term for the youth position on Synod Council.
Horneds presentati on a-l sooncerhirg theapprovdlafa Re s o
capital campaign to address three areas: New Start/Restart Congregations, Leader-

ship Training, and building a Missional Center. The resolution passed.

SYNOD SAYS i NRECGONCQING IN CHRIST PROGRAM

Resolution 07-2, A Resolution to Designate the Florida-Bahamas Synod as a Reconciling in Christ Synod, was dis-
cussed during the 3rd Plenary of the assembly on Friday morning. Despite numerous speakers in favor of the resolu-
tion as well as some against, the assembly voted to terminate discussion and vote on the resolution after the initial
set time expired. The assembly vote was relatively close, however the resolution was defeated in the end.

ASSEMBLY ADDS VOTING POSITION TO FUTURE MEETINGS

The Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly discussed Resolution 07-8, A Resolution to Add A Youth Voting Member Po-
sition to the Assembly. This resolution will change the

More Information on Synod Constitution so that every congregation will have
the opportunity to bring an additional voting member to

Yesterday's Presenters future assemblies as long as the person is a Confirmed

Youth between the ages of 15-22. There was some oppo-

sition to the resolution fro

Outreach Committee / Mission Partners 100 youth.o However, the assembl
www.elca.org/eocm the opportunity to include young people in the synodical

process whenever possible.

Ken Medema (Keynote Address) _ _ _
Resolution 07-8 does not require that every congregation

www.kenmedema.com have a Youth Voting Member, but rather encourages and

Global Mission allows for that possibility.

www.fbsynod.com

GLOBAL MISSION REPORT

The synod Global Mission Committee reported to the

Newberry College

www.newberry.edu assembly on the status of our relationships with Lu-
Peace Not Walls therans in our five companion churches (Guyana, Suri-
name, Cuba, Haiti, and Jamaica). According to the re-
www.elca.org/peacenotwalls port, the committee has made a valiant effort

to build ties between our synod and the com-
panions and hopes that all will participate in
this important ministry.
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GET ON BOARD FOR MISSION!!

The outreach committee of the Florida-Bahamas Synod proved to be the show-stopping presentation of the day with
their inventive way of sharing their message with the assem-
bly. During their presentation, the members of the committee
blew train whistles and huffed and puffed around the stage

with their fAtraind encouragiphg everyone to figet on b
mi ssiond by becoming a Missipn Partner and contributli
the program.

Reverend Jerry Wahl also addressed the assembly during the
lively presentation. Rev. Wahl is the Florida-Ba hamas qgynodods
full-time Director of Outreach. His position leads him to new
adventures every day with his merry band of enthusiastic part-
ners in ministry.

Mission Partners 100 raises money for new start congrega-

tions in the Florida-Bahamas Synod. Congregations are encouraged to contribute to this vital and essential ministry
of the church. Contact Rev. Wahl for more information at 813.876.7660.

We hope you can join us next year when the Twenty -first Annual
Assembly of the Florida - Bahamas Synod will be held in Daytona

Beach! Keep an eye on www.fbsynod.com for more information.
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