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The Twenty-First Annual Assembly of the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod 
May 2-4, 2008 ï Hilton Daytona Beach Resort Hotel 

 

During the 2008 Assembly of the Florida-Bahamas Synod, the assembly 

members took time to worship, pray, discern Godôs will, and work to 

accomplish the business of this synod. The theme of this yearôs assembly 

was Godôs Work, Our Hands. 
 

Pictures, complete copies of all resolutions, election results 

from all open positions, blogs, and other information are 

available online at www.fbsynod.com/synodassembly/08.html. 

You are encouraged to use this information and the 

information provided on the website to obtain a deeper 

understanding of how we are Making Disciples, Sharing Christ, and 

Doing Justice in the World together as a synod. 
 

General Information 

1. This yearôs assembly was a ñfaith and familyò 

year which means that less time was spent 

conducting business to allow more time for 

workshops and fellowship. During this 

yearôs assembly we focused on the third part 

of our mission statement together as a synod to ñdo justice 

in the world.ò Bishop Benoway challenged us with a moving 

homily focused on the story found in Micah.  As we see social 

injustice, God wants us to do these three things: Do justice, 

practice kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

2. Dr. Diane Jacobson, keynote speaker at the assembly, spoke 

about the ñBook of Faith Initiativeò enacted at the 

2007 Churchwide Assembly in Chicago. The vision of 

this initiative is ñThat the whole church become more 

fluent in the first language of faith, the language of 

Scripture, in order that we might live into our calling as a people 

renewed, enlivened, empowered, and sent by the word.ò Through 

Godôs word, we are called, we are renewed, we are enlivened, 

we are empowered, we are sent,ò said Dr. Jacobson.  

3. The Synod Resource Center celebrated its 10 Year Anniversary. 

Ms. Irene Flynn, Director of the Resource Center, encourages 

everyone to utilize the center. Call 813.876.7660 ext 229 or 

email irenef@fbsynod.org for free advice and resources for you 

and your congregation. 
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4. The Synod Evangelical Outreach Committee 

highlighted some of the work of the committee 

and the Synod Mission Director the Reverend 

Jerry Wahl. The report was a take-off of the 

Mission Impossible TV series and gave the 

assembly this message: Mission is Possible!  

5. ELCA churchwide office representative Ms. Cynthia Halverson 

offered her report on behalf of Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson 

and the church at large: In the ELCA, ministry happens because 

of three things: Congregations, Synods, and ELCA churchwide 

ministry. This ecology of interdependence must be tended to and 

cared for.   

6. The Youth Day Camp that took place concurrently 

with the assembly made time for crafts, fellowship, 

beach clean-up, and putting together care packages 

for those in need. The kids spent the weekend 

learning about how we can use our hands to do 

Godôs work in the world.  
 

Visit www.fbsynod.com/synodassembly/08.html for more 

information including complete election results, the resolutions 

passed, pictures, and to read the blogs of some of the assembly 

voting members. 
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