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The Twenty-First Annual Assembly of the Florida-Bahamas Synod 
May 2-4, 2008 ς Hilton Daytona Beach Resort Hotel, Daytona Beach, Florida 

 

A Summary of Actions Taken by the Assembly 
 

During the 2008 Assembly of the Florida-Bahamas Synod, the assembly members took time to 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǇǊŀȅΣ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅƴƻŘΦ The theme of 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪΣ hǳǊ IŀƴŘǎΦ 
 
Below you will find a brief overview of what the assembly accomplished during its three days in 
Daytona Beach. Pictures, complete copies of all resolutions, and other information are available 
online at www.fbsynod.com/synodassembly/08.html . We encourage you to share this information 
with your congregation and to use the assembly resources and experience to grow in a greater 
understanding of who we are as a church together, in three interdependent expressions 
(congregations, synods, national church), serving God and the world! We are Making Disciples, 
Sharing Christ, and Doing Justice in the World together as a synod. 

 
General Information 

1. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ άŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ȅŜŀǊ which means that less time was spent conducting business to 
allow more time for workshops and fellowship. 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǿŜ focused on the third part of our 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻŘ ǘƻ άŘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ .ƛǎƘƻǇ .Ŝƴƻǿŀȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
moving homily focused on the story found in Micah.  As we see social injustice, God wants us to do these three 
things: Do justice, practice kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

2. 5ǊΦ 5ƛŀƴŜ WŀŎƻōǎƻƴΣ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻƻƪ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ Ŝƴŀcted at the 

нллт /ƘǳǊŎƘǿƛŘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

fluent in the first language of faith, the language of Scripture, in order that we might live into our calling as a 

people renewed, enlivenŜŘΣ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦέ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƭƛǾŜƴŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ǊΦ WŀŎƻōǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

initiative are to:  

a. Experience the power of the Word 

b. Know the Bible better 

c. Get more folks engaged with the Bible 

d. Explore Lutheran approaches to the Bible 

e. Engage in a Church-wide conversation 

f. Renew and enliven the Whole Church 

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ Ǌƻoted 

deeply into our hearts, minds and lives. Whether alone or in groups we approach the reading and study of 

ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΥ Prayerfully, Humbly (Asking for the gift of faith), 

Mindfully, Attentively, and ExpectantlyΦέ  

3. The Synod Resource Center celebrated its 10 Year Anniversary. Ms. Irene Flynn, Director of the Resource Center, 

encourages everyone to utilize the center. The Resource Center can be a crossroads to connect congregations 

who are utilizing similar resources.  Within the boundaries of our synod, we can reach out in service to one 

another. Call 813.876.7660 ext 229 or email irenef@fbsynod.org for free advice and resources for you and your 

congregation. 

4. 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ three Synodical Resolutions were submitted to the Reference and Counsel 
Committee for consideration. All three were passed and are listed below.  

http://www.fbsynod.com/synodassembly/08.html
mailto:irenef@fbsynod.org


2 | P a g e 
 

5. The assembly elected a Synod Treasurer, several Synod Council positions, and Voting Members for the 2009 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Minneapolis. They are listed below. 

6. The Synod Evangelical Outreach Committee highlighted some of the work of the committee and the Synod 

Mission Director The Reverend Jerry Wahl. The report was a take-off of the Mission Impossible TV series and 

gave the assembly this message: Mission is Possible!  

7. Mr. Bill Horne, Vice President of the Florida-.ŀƘŀƳŀǎ {ȅƴƻŘΣ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ άWe have an obligation to serve 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ²9 ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴƻŘΦ  [ƛŦǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ 

this theme in your congregation at home.  The congregations are the synod, not some office in Tampa.  There 

are some things that the Bishop and the office cannot do for us, but that we must do for ourselves.  When we 

have issues keeping us from doing mission work for God, we might need to get our own house in order.  Love 

each other and work for the Lord, seeking His Word and His vision.  Continue to work together to sing in unison 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀȅΦέ 

8. ELCA churchwide office representative Ms. Cynthia Halverson offered her report on behalf of Presiding Bishop 

Mark Hanson and the church at large: In the ELCA, ministry happens because of three things: Congregations, 

Synods, and ELCA churchwide ministry. This ecology of interdependence must be tended to and cared for.  DƻŘΩǎ 

work is done through the resources found in these congregations. In order to dƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 

9. The Youth Day Camp that took place concurrently with the assembly made time for crafts, fellowship, beach 

clean-up, and putting together care packages for those in need. The kids spent the weekend learning about how 

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


